Sinfonia Varsovia has been an ambassador of Polish musical culture since its inception. Its
international travels include thousands of meetings with conductors, composers, soloists, and
finally — audiences. For nearly 40 years, the Orchestra has been a regular guest on foreign and
domestic stages, providing listeners with an unforgettable musical experience.

The ensemble continues the tradition of the Polish Chamber Orchestra (PCO) founded in 1972
from which it evolved as new members came on. The impulse for expansion was provided in
1984 by the arrival of the legendary violinist Yehudi Menuhin who took over as the first guest
conductor. "Working with no other orchestra gave me as much satisfaction as my work, as
soloist and conductor, with Sinfonia Varsovia", he said in interviews.

Soon after Sinfonia Varsovia began its world tour, performing in the world's most prestigious
concert halls such as Carnegie Hall (New York), Théatre des Champs-Elysées (Paris), Barbican
Centre (London), Wiener Musikverein (Vienna), Teatro Colén (Buenos Aires), Suntory Hall
(Tokyo) and Herkulessaal (Munich). The Orchestra has performed under the baton of such
conductors as Claudio Abbado, Witold Lutostawski, Lorin Maazel, Emmanuel Krivine, Jerzy
Maksymiuk, and Krzysztof Penderecki (who served as musical director and afterwards the
artistic director of the Orchestra between 1997 and 2020), as well as with soloists including
Mstislav Rostropovich, Anne-Sophie Mutter, Alfred Brendel, Martha Argerich, and Piotr
Anderszewski.

Sinfonia Varsovia has played over 4,000 concerts all over the world and made over 300
records, including for Decca, Deutsche Grammophon, Naxos, Sony, and Warner. The recorded
repertoire includes works from the 18th century to the present day. A special place in the
Orchestra's concert program is occupied by the works of Polish composers, such as Chopin,
Penderecki, Paderewski, Lutostawski, Gorecki, and Kilar. The Orchestra has premiered
numerous works, including those by Henryk Mikotfaj Gérecki, Pawet Mykietyn, and Krzysztof
Penderecki.



